
Phonological Processes 

 

Process: Definition/Example: Age typically 
resolved by: 

Voicing A voiceless consonant is substituted 
with a voiced consonant. Car = Gar  

3;0 

Word final devoicing A final voiced consonant is replaced by 
a voiceless consonant. Red= Ret 

3;0 

Final consonant deletion Deletion of final word consonants.  
Duck = Du 

3;0 

Reduplication When a complete or incomplete 
stressed syllable is repeated. 
Tiger=Taitai 

3;0 

Stopping /f/ and /s/ Replacement of fricatives with stops. 
Fun=Dun, Sun=Tun 

3;0  
(Work on at 3;5) 

   

Consonant 
Harmony/Assimilation  

The whole word is influenced by the 
presence of a particular sound. Kittycat 
= Tittytat  

3;5 

Stopping /v/ and /z/ Replacement of fricatives with stops. 
Van=Dan, Zebra=Debra 

3;5 

Fronting Place of articulation is moved to a 
forward position. Girl=Dirl 

3;5 

   

Weak syllable deletion 
  

Deletion of an unstressed syllable 
Umbrella=brella 

4;0 

   

Interdental Lisp 
(Typical up to 4;06 years. See 
Atypical processes chart for 
lateral and palatal lisps.)  

The tongue protrudes between the 
front teeth and the air-flow is directed 
forwards. /s/ and /z/ sound like /th/. 
Sun=Thun 

4;5 

   

Stopping ‘sh’, ‘ch’, ‘j’ Replacement of fricatives with stops. 
Shop=Top 

5;0 

Cluster reduction When a consonant cluster is reduced to 
a single consonant. Star=Tar, 
Clean=Kean 

5;0 

   

Gliding of liquids The replacement of liquids /l/, /r/ with 
glides /w/, /j/ 

5;5 



 

 

Atypical Phonological Processes 

 

A speech therapist should be consulted if you notice any of these atypical 

errors. 

 

 

Atypical Process: Definition/Example: 
Backing Place of articulation is moved further back in the 

mouth. Dog = gog or bee = dee 

Initial consonant deletion The initial consonant of a word is omitted. Pig = ig 

 

Vowel error patterns Replacement or distortion of vowels within a word. 

 

Lateral Lisp Air is forced over the sides of the tongue instead of 

out the front for sounds such as /s/, /z/, and ‘sh’. This 

results in a slushy kind of quality to the speech.  

Palatal Lisp The mid-section of the tongue comes in contact with 

the soft palate when pronouncing the sounds /s/ and 

/z/. This can make it sound like there is a ‘y’ after the 

/s/ or /z/ sound. 

Active nasal fricatives Air is forced down the nose instead of coming through 

the mouth, usually on the /s/ or /z/ sounds. It can also 

occur on ‘ch’ and ‘j’. It may be most noticeable on /s/ 

clusters, e.g. ‘sp’ or ‘sm’. These errors are not 

improved when the nose is held. 

Nasal emission Air escaping through the nose, either silently or 

noisily. It can accompany any sound. These errors 

improve when the nose is held. Nasal emission is 

usually caused by a structural problem. 


