
                                                                                                                                                       

 

Report of Speech & Language Therapy Assessment and 

Intervention for Child First 

(June 2021 - May 2021) 

* The information in this report will cover the direct (September – December 2020 

and March 2021 – May 2021) and remote (June-July 2020 and January – March 

2021) (school closures/restrictions as a result of COVID-19) support provided. The 

impact will be detailed separately to maximise clarity.  

New Referrals and Assessment: 67 referrals by school staff. 2 Children were re 

referred (had previously been discharged). 1 referral was made but the child was 

not seen due to being absent on one visit and time restraints during the next visit. 

Assessments carried out identified: 

 

 

Levels of input received: 

Universal 

1. Staff support with lesson differentiation to support pupils with speech and/or 

language impairment.   

 

2. Classroom strategies highlighted in reports. 

 

3. School staff training for various intervention approaches and/or needs: 

Vocabulary Development, Colourful Semantics, Speech Sound Difficulties. 
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4. Consultations with SENCOs regarding screening tools to streamline referral 

procedures. 

 

5. Consultations with SENCOs to identify training and resource needs in schools to 

meet the needs of a larger pool of children indirectly.  

 

Targeted  

1. Pupils identified with speech sound issues provided with school/home therapy 

programmes. 

 

2. Pupils identified with receptive/expressive language difficulties provided with 

school/home therapy programmes. 

 

3. 1:1 reviews of progress undertaken as indicated. 

 

4. LSA training provided for carrying out structured approaches to language, 

social/emotional and attention/listening interventions. Due the NHS service being 

redeployed, our service was often providing services for children with complex 

needs until such a time when the NHS could see them.  

 

Total Specialist and Targeted Intervention Caseload 

• 132 children have been on the caseload this year. 

• 47 children have been discharged since June 2020. 

• 85 children remain on the caseload. 
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Intervention Provided: 

Month Initial 

Assessments 

carried out 

(face-to-face 

/teletherapy) 

Reviews (face-to-

face/teletherapy) 

Telephone 

reviews with 

parents/school 

staff 

Total 

contacts 

September 

2020 – 

December 

2020 and 

March 2021-

May 2021 

Direct support  

 

49 91 0 140 

 June 2020 – 

July 2020 and 

January to 

March 21 

Remote 

support 

18 18 0 36 

   Total Contacts 176 

 

Therapy packs created & sent home 

(and copy to school upon request) 

instead of teletherapy review (June 

2020 – July 2020 and January to March 

21) 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                       
Measurement of effectiveness: 

Goal setting  

Pupils are set short term SMART goals that relate to their performance during initial 

assessment and are reviewed once a term and measured by: 

- Progress towards SMART goals  

- Application of specific skill to the curriculum 

- Improvement of functional communication skills and self-rating  

Breakdown of the current pupils 

Themes for target setting: 

- Improvement in self-esteem with regards to communication skills  

- Improvement in level of attention & listening 

- Improvement in strategies to support circumlocution and word-finding 

difficulties  

- Improvement in the understanding of language  

- Improvement in the grammatical composition of expressive language  

- Improvement in the production of speech sounds 

Pupil Progress with Short Term SMART Goals 2019-2020: 
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Impact of COVID-19: 

Between the dates of June 2020 – July 2020 and January to March 2021, following 

government guidelines, no face-to-face reviews were carried out. C&D Independent 

Speech Therapy worked remotely to support students on the caseload and used 

videoconferencing to carry out review assessments and initial assessments, upon 

request. 

Our team is well equipped to provide a high standard service remotely.  Our 

assessment tools have been converted and adapted for online working and our team 

use GDPR compliant video conferencing software.  We have access to digital therapy 

packages and follow guidance from our governing body to ensure that our practice 

meets the standard you expect.  

 

A number of schools took up use of their allocated hours during this time and 

supported in contacting parents and arranging sessions. Furthermore, schools used 

the hours more creatively this year, often opting for consultations or training instead of 

1:1 reviews with the children on the caseload. A huge positive of this was that more 

children needs were met as school staff were more equipped to support a larger 

number of children without our direct input. It also meant that staff were equipped to 

use more specific therapeutic approaches, like Colourful Semantics, in their resource 

packs. However, with more hours being used for other forms of support, 1:1 reviews 

took place less frequently so those on the caseload couldn’t be seen as regularly. This 

impacted our ability to monitor progress and has resulted in a large number of goals 

being carried over as they couldn’t be formally reviewed. It has been challenging for 

schools to balance managing the wider speech, language and communication 

needs across the school, alongside the more severe needs of those on our caseload, 

with the hours available. Nevertheless, feedback has been positive.  

 

Plan: 

Whilst we hope that the impact of COVID is coming to an end, we are still prepared 

in case of any further complications in the coming year. We plan to provide direct, 

face to face support as normal. Please be reassured that the quality and amount of 

support will remain the same moving into the next academic year whether that is via 

a direct (in school) or remote service.  

 

Our service will: 

 

• Continue to provide support for teaching staff regarding individual pupils in 

their class via assessment, SMART goal setting, creating and collating resources 

and carrying out termly reviews as appropriate (face-to-face when possible or 

via remote working) 

• Review current caseload to ensure students are appropriate for level of support 

provided by the service.  

• Identify any training needs of whole staff team or staff working directly with 

students on the caseload and deliver if requested (within allocated hours). The 

efficacy of training will be documented using questionnaire data. 



                                                                                                                                                       
• Continue to be available during allocated days and hours for school staff to 

request advice and guidance for working with speech, language and 

communication needs in school.  

 

Kind regards, 

Molly Beach, Speech and Language Therapist 

BSc (Hons), MSc, MRCSLT 

 

 


